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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Opening the Road to Hope
The Grand Opening of the Habitat for Humanity of                       the Lehigh Valley James Street Development

Date: Thursday, April 16, 2009


Time: 4:30pm - 6:30pm

Place: 7th Street and James Street, Bethlehem, PA
           (Take 4th St. to Edwards St, make a left on 7th and a right onto James)

Bethlehem, PA (April 2 2009) – Come and witness this historic event of Habitat Lehigh Valley celebrating its 20th Anniversary and the completion of the first 5 homes of our 40-Home Development.  Join community leaders, corporate representatives and dignitaries, along with Habitat board members, core volunteers and family partners with a ribbon cutting recognizing the completion of the first new decent, affordable homes for five hardworking families and the opening of James Street.
During these difficult times, Habitat Lehigh Valley offers a demonstration of delivering a promise of hope with the completion of these homes on South Mountain in Bethlehem.

A ribbon cutting ceremony to open the road, speeches to recognize the power of community partnering with Habitat Lehigh Valley will be followed by a celebration, with tours of two of the homes, where food and drinks will be available for all to toast the success we achieved together for hardworking families in the Lehigh Valley.

(The VIP Ribbon Cutting Event on Thursday will be followed by a smaller, traditional home dedication for the five new homeowners and their families on Saturday April 18th at noon.)

-- PHOTO AND INTERVIEWS AVAILABLE --

Mayor John Callahan states, “There could be no better organization to welcome into our City than Habitat for Humanity. It is an example of ordinary people doing extraordinary things to better our community. It is an organization with a simple philosophy…that everyone deserves to live with dignity and basic human rights…but their effect on our community and its individuals is so much more profound.  Habitat draws on the humanity, energy and the grace of everyday citizens, local governments and corporate sponsors…who are willing to give their time, money and a small piece of themselves to further a noble cause and produce exceptional results.” The City of Bethlehem has committed more than $450,000 to Habitat for these homes.
“For more than two decades, Habitat for Humanity Lehigh Valley has helped families in our community enjoy the stable foundation of a home and the opportunity to make their lives brighter,” Congressman Dent said. “The James Street project is yet another example of Habitat Lehigh Valley’s great contribution to the region’s quality of life. I thank Habitat Lehigh Valley and its volunteers for their continued mission to make decent shelter a matter of conscience and action.” 

“There is certainly no better testament to the exemplary work Habitat for Humanity of the Lehigh Valley has done for the past 20 years than the opening of the Road to Hope,” stated Senator Lisa Boscola.  “It signifies, once again, the positive impact we as a community can have when we work together toward a common goal of making our area a better place to live.  I am proud to have assisted in joining together Habitat for Humanity and the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency, who also recognized the benefit this project has to the Lehigh Valley, as well as to the Commonwealth, and took the necessary steps to provide funding to assist this project in reaching its goals.” Boscola added.

Enhancing Habitat’s initiatives for green building and increased operating efficiencies, PPL provided geo thermal energy efficient heating and hot water systems for three of the homes to demonstrate that energy efficient construction and affordable housing can be accomplished simultaneously. Additionally, they promote HERS home certification and rating system along with energy star new residential construction. This design reduces energy requirements for new homes over the life cycle of homeownership. PPL representatives will be available at the site to demonstrate how their equipment works.

“The troubling economic times we are all experiencing impact us right where we live, said David W. Trego, President and Chief Executive Officer - UGI Utilities, Inc. UGI is committed to supporting the Lehigh Valley and other communities we serve and has enjoyed a long-term association with the Habitat for Humanity organization. We are proud to be doing our part as a good corporate citizen in helping our customers, here in Bethlehem and across the state, to secure affordable, energy-efficient natural gas housing. We would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate Habitat for Humanity on their 20th anniversary of helping our community grow and improve.” 

“The Federal Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh and Habitat-Lehigh Valley share a common goal: to see even more hardworking families enjoy the benefits of first-time homeownership,” said William Joseph, the Bank’s regional community investment consultant. “The national FHLBank System is the largest single corporate contributor to Habitat for Humanity in America. We’re delighted to support the organization’s efforts here in the Lehigh Valley with a $500,000 Affordable Housing Program grant.”

“Air Products has been a long time supporter of Habitat for Humanity, both in the Lehigh Valley and at other locations around the country where we do business.  Our support has come in the form of the donated time of our employees working on Habitat projects as well as in the form of financial support through the Air Products Foundation.  Most recently, the Air Products Foundation has committed $75,000 toward the construction of a home in the James Street development in Bethlehem.  We believe that Habitat for Humanity of the Lehigh Valley is a highly effective organization in achieving its vision to provide hardworking, disadvantaged families access to quality, affordable homes,” states Andrew Scott of Air Products.
Jim Toolan, a core construction volunteer since 2005, has been helping to build homes for the community…one home at a time, and who also sponsored a home stated, “When we retired in 2004, we wanted to get involved in a small way with Habitat for Humanity.  We were happy there was a Habitat organization in the Lehigh Valley.  We wanted to do something in memory of our son and brother who died in 1986 in a car accident. The home we sponsored on James Street in Bethlehem was built by so many wonderful volunteers from Habitat, including some of our family and friends.  We thank everyone who helped.”
Robert Klock, Financial Consultant for Thrivent Financial states, "We at Thrivent Financial are very proud to partner with such a wonderful organization that provides affordable housing for well-deserving families.  The Habitat Southside Build is bringing people together from all walks of life to lift up our community."  The Thrivent Builds program, with two new house sponsorships this Spring, have contributed more $500,000 for Habitat homes in South Bethlehem, and together with the Lutheran Chapters have dedicated more than 5,000 local volunteers hours building these homes so that these families can provide a stable, safe home environment for their children.
The architectural designs for the homes were donated by George J. Donovan AIA & Associates, Architects of Bethlehem.
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About Habitat for Humanity of the Lehigh Valley: Habitat Lehigh Valley is celebrating its 20th anniversary and has built more than 77 homes in Allentown, Bethlehem and Easton since 1989 for families in need of decent, affordable housing. Habitat Lehigh Valley is nationally ranked in the top ten percent of all U.S. nonprofits for sound fiscal management. In 2009, Habitat has more than 5,000 volunteer opportunities available.  Our Three Home Blitz Build is planned for May 19-30th, for more information, go to www.habitatlehighvalley.org or call 610-776-7737.
About Thrivent: Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, with main offices in Minneapolis and Appleton, WI, is a not-for-profit Fortune 500 financial services organization helping nearly 3 million members achieve their financial goals and give back to their communities.  Founded to help Lutherans care for and support one another in time of need, Thrivent Financial is a faith-based membership organization guided by Christian principles, and is called to improve the quality of life of its members, their families and their communities by providing solutions that focus on financial security, wellness and caring for others.  Thrivent Financial is organized into 1,362 local volunteer groups, called chapters.  Chapters meet regularly to carry out a variety of volunteer efforts, fundraising projects and educational programs to help their communities and people in need.  Thrivent Financial and its members provide approximately $200 million annually for programs and activities that support congregations, schools, charitable organizations and needy individuals.  For more information visit www.thrivent.com.
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