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                            FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Habitat and Lions and Lionesses are building a “special” home.

WHAT:
Blitz build of a home for a disabled child.

WHEN:  
Blitz Week August 14 – 18th      Media Day, Wednesday, August 20th, 12:00 pm

WHERE:
711 Aaron Street, Southside Bethlehem

Directions:
412 to Lynn Ave.  Go across metal bridge.  Turn right on 6th Street.  

Left on Aaron, to the top of Aaron @ Philip street.

Bethlehem, July 23, 2008 – At the tender age of two, little “Izade” suffers from the crippling disease Cerebral Palsy.  He and his parents will face many challenges as he grows, but with the help of the Lions and Lionesses, and Habitat volunteers from across the Lehigh Valley, they will have a new home custom built to accommodate his special needs.

The architectural designs for the home were donated by George J. Donovan AIA & Associates, Architects of Bethlehem. The layout is arranged for accessibility, and has special features that make the home much more livable for someone in a wheelchair. The living room, dining room and kitchen are not separated by walls, but are arranged in an open plan making it easier to move about.  Wider doorways throughout provide for easier access. A handicap accessible bathroom and bedroom on the first floor complete the plans comprehensive solution.

“This is such a wonderful opportunity,” said Christopher Bennick, CEO for Habitat Lehigh Valley.  “Our volunteers have wanted to build a home for a disabled child for a long time.  It is great that we can partner with the Lions Club, bringing together so many people to help make life a little easier for this little boy.  It is very touching.”

The Lions and Lioness Clubs of Lehigh and Northampton Counties – 14K, and the Lions Clubs International Foundation have raised funds and will rally their members together to build the home in South Bethlehem beginning August 14th.  

The Lions International grant program began in 2000, and since then they have completed 1,000 homes world wide.  Their motto is, “We serve our communities around the world.”  The local Lions and Lioness clubs are excited about the opportunity to help their local community and this special family through Lehigh Valley Habitat Home Building Program.

Little Izade’s parents will achieve the dream of homeownership through hard work and dedication.  They now will be able to raise their young boy in a suitable setting for a child with cerebral palsy.  Both homeowners will contribute at least 250 hours of “sweat equity” working side-by-side with volunteers, helping to build their home and the homes of others. (Bio information for the family will be provided in the presentation media kit)

About Habitat for Humanity of the Lehigh Valley
Habitat Lehigh Valley has built over 70 homes locally since 1989.  Habitat was nationally recognized for the fourth consecutive year for sound fiscal management and was ranked in the top 10% of all nonprofits rated in the United States by Charity Navigator.  The Habitat mission involves drawing the community together to rebuild neighborhoods, building homes, changing lives, one home, one family, one neighborhood at a time.  Additional organizational information is available in the Habitat website www.habitatlehighvalley.org
