From The Morning Call

January 5, 2007

Generous angels start the new year right

By Irene Kraft Of The Morning Call

Angels throughout the Valley are ringing in the new year by earning their wings.

As they make donations to one or more of the 407 nonprofit agencies that submitted wish lists to the Be an Angel campaign, angels are helping thousands of people (and animals, too) who are less fortunate.

Since the campaign began on Nov. 26, donations have been strong and steady. And that pace continued this week, as agency representatives called to report dozens of acts of kindness.

St. Paul's Neighborhood Breakfast in Allentown has had donations from two angels, says our contact Jane Frederick. An anonymous angel donated a large coffee pot. And, after seeing a picture of Jane with her son, Stephen, and two other breakfast volunteers in the Be an Angel tabloid, Jayne Miller addressed two of the program's needs. She purchased a large commercial coffee urn and a bag full of dish towels.

''The coffee pot donations came just in time,'' says Frederick, who is thrilled with the donations to the program that serves breakfast to more than 85 people in need each Sunday. ''The ones we are using are definitely showing signs of their heavy use and age. It is taking longer and longer to brew the coffee, and now we have brand new replacements that will get the hot coffee brewed and served sooner. This is so important to the people who arrive early for breakfast looking for hot coffee — especially in the cold winter weather.''

Frederick is hoping for a few more coffee pots, since they wear out quickly, to get them through the year, and a lot more dish towels to aid with cleanup. ''Our dish towels become threadbare very quickly,'' she says.

Anita Brody and the busy knitters and crocheters from Because We Care in Moore Township recently donated their 1,000th blanket through the campaign. The women have been crafting blankets for area babies and young children for two years. Brody started the organization, offering knitting and crocheting lessons to people in exchange for a promise to donate some of the blankets they make to local children.

Angels have been descending on Camelot for Children in Allentown, bringing arts and craft supplies and snacks to the facility that offers seriously and terminally ill children and their families a place to forget about illness for a while. The staff and students of Springhouse and Orefield middle schools in the Parkland School District collected more than 1,650 craft items for Camelot for Children in Allentown, reports Jo Ellen Moll at Camelot. The craft supplies — 15 boxes filled with foam sheets, glue, beads, glitter, sequins, crayons, rulers, scissors and paints, will be used by seriously ill children when they visit Camelot. The major craft-raising effort was spearheaded by teachers Peggy Goll and Margie Clark and members of Springhouse's student council.

Also, Cindy Buhn of Emmaus donated a boy's bicycle, worth at least $100, and $50 in cash. Linda Leayman of Alburtis donated 100 homemade and old-fashioned barley lollipops, which were distributed last month to all the children at Camelot's Christmas Spectacular.

Brownie Troop 827 from St. Anne's School, Emmaus, under the leadership of Pam Fleck-Leader, gave Camelot at least $200 worth of craft supplies, drinks and snacks. Other angels donating crafts, drinks and snacks include Guy, Adrianne, Jared and Dannielle Hibshman of Bethlehem Township; members of Junior Girl Scout Troop 7 of Trinity Memorial in south Allentown, including Danielle, Heather, Brooke, Tanya, Rachel, Jillian, Bonnie and Libby, and three anonymous families who donated at least $50 worth of supplies, each.

In addition, Jennifer Harper of Whitehall Township donated arts and crafts supplies, and Irene Gaul of Allentown and Carol Jepson donated more than $50 worth of snacks each.

''We were so fortunate this year,'' says Moll. ''We won't have to purchase anything for the next year, and I'm not exaggerating.'' And in a special thank you to their angels, she adds, ''You've helped a lot of special children this year.''

Brian Kratz of Allentown earned his wings by donating a Weed Whacker, six hammers and eight tape measures to Habitat for Humanity of the Lehigh Valley in Allentown, reports our contact Susan Karper.

The agency also received several heavy-duty tape measures from the Hibshman family. When Adrianne Hibshman saw Habitat's wishes in the Be an Angel tabloid, she and her children, Jared and Dannielle, decided they also wanted to do something more ''personal,'' so they took trays of ham and cheese sandwiches, brownies and cookies to workers at a Cumberland Street, Allentown, site. To pay for the luncheon, Jared and Danielle earned money by doing chores at home.
Numerous angels have donated nearly $1,000 worth of items to Lehigh Valley Hospital in Allentown, which will be used to make activity boxes for children who come into its three emergency room, says Betty Anton, our contact at the hospital. Angels include the preschool classes at LVH, which donated 18 boxes completely filled with items; John Lushis Jr., who donated coloring books, activity books, toys and crayons; Mr. and Mrs. Stone Carter, who donated coloring books, toy cars, crayons and building blocks; Doris Demarines, who gave coloring books, crayons and toys; the staff at Allentown Public Library, who donated coloring books, toys and activity books, and several anonymous donors who provided coloring books, Beanie Babies, toys, activity books, crayons, markers, Matchbox cars and more. In addition, Learning Connection at Moravian College donated handmade door hangers for children.

According to Ken Gilson at The Arc of Lehigh and Northampton Counties in Bethlehem, Sovereign Bank will be donating 13 computers to the agency that aids more than 400 mentally challenged children and adults. Also, the employees at Ashley Development donated $685 to The Arc to be used for Wish List items or any other need the agency may have.

''We are extremely pleased at the response the citizens of the Greater Lehigh Valley have shown,'' says Gilson.

Becky Wanamaker, our contact at Lehighton Area Memorial Library, reports a $500 monetary donation from an anonymous Lehighton resident to be used to purchase work spaces for the staff.

''Our donor is an advocate who wanted to give to the library simply because she loves to read,'' says Wanamaker, who adds that with the $500, they will be able to purchase two staff work tables, a computer desk and an office chair to go with the desk.

Susan Numbers at the Burn Prevention Foundation in Allentown says the agency received two flatbed scanners from angels Linda Friscia-Oppe of Fogelsville and Karl Wacker of Easton.

New Hope Clubhouse of Stroudsburg received a brand-new Jenn-Air washer and dryer from Keith Weinhold of Allentown. ''One of wishes came true!'' says an elated Dana Malefyt, our contact at the agency.

Karl Wacker of Easton earned his wings by donating a Hoover Futura 650 vacuum cleaner to The 32nd Degree Masonic Learning Center for Children of Allentown, reports Sherry Ferguson at the center.

Debbi Zvanut at the Tamaqua YMCA received its first donation ever — $200 from an anonymous angel.

Jean Roth of Allentown and Misty Sommers of Whitehall each donated $25 Target gift cards to Cedarbrook Allentown Auxiliary, reports contact Janice Altrichter.

Karen Schiavone of Bethlehem donated almost $200 worth of much-needed office supplies, including printer cartridges, reams of paper, envelopes, paper clips, tape, correction fluid, glue sticks and more, to Lehigh Valley Sickle Cell Support Group, reports Helen Willis at the agency. The agency's phone number has been changed. If you'd like to make a donation to the support group, please call 610-706-0316.

Phyllis Handwerk at Whitehall Historical Preservation Society reports a donation of a used copy machine and a Warner multipurpose ladder from Sandy Bigatel of Allentown.

Daniel Sarubin of Allentown donated $75 to The Gift of Sunshine in Center Valley, which trains service dogs to assist mobility-impaired individuals, says our contact Julie E. Van Vliet.

The Lehigh Valley Floral Association of Whitehall donated $75 to the Master Gardeners at Penn State Cooperative Extension in Allentown, reports Sue Drabic at the county extension.

Sports for Special Kids in Quakertown received a $100 donation from Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Madeira of Saylorsburg, says our contact Paul Gerhart.

Conectiv Energy of Bethlehem donated a $200 Staples gift card to Hellertown Area Library. ''What a great gift! This sure will purchase lots of the items the library and office needs,'' says our contact Robin Rotherham.

Karen Goldner, with the Allentown School District School Nurses, has even more to add to what her program previously received: 12 pairs of sweatpants, four packs of socks and eight packs of underwear from the Raub Middle School cafeteria staff. The school nurses also received four packs of underwear and three packs of socks from Kristin Ensley, a senior at Allen High School.

Linda and John Stewart earned their wings when they dropped off nine canned hams and three large containers of laundry detergent at Northern Lehigh Food Bank in Slatington.

Munopco Music Theatre, America's oldest opera company linked to a recreation commission, received $50 worth of business envelopes from Carol Gehris of Quakertown and $60 in copier paper from Brent Kocher of Orefield.

The Club at Morgan Hill in Easton donated two rounds of golf worth $158 to the Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival's June gala auction. Free tee times will help the company, which is based at DeSales University in Center Valley, fund mentorship and training for university theater students.

Mountainville Memorial Youth Association in Allentown received a $25 donation from an anonymous family, reports our contact, Quanda Ellis-Hardin.

The Visiting Nurse Association of St. Luke's Maternal Child Program, located in Bethlehem, received a donation of 3T-4T Pull-Ups Training Pants from Rachael Kotch of Coopersburg and a used playpen and toys from Lori and Mike Borso of Bethlehem.

The Allentown Art Museum received a check for $175 from anonymous angels in Orefield. The money will fund a summer-camp scholarship for one child, reports Deni Thurman-Eyer, our contact at the museum.

There's still plenty of time left to earn your wings. The Be an Angel campaign continues through Jan. 31.

With the stress of holiday tasks like shopping and baking behind you, it's a perfect time to think about how you can help others. Doing so is easy if you ''shop'' the Be an Angel tabloid, where 407 nonprofit agencies in the region tell you exactly what they need to better serve their clients. Their needs are as varied as the services they provide. Many of the needs are very affordable although difficult for nonprofits on limited budgets to acquire.

To find out what you can do and which agency you'd like to aid, you'll need to refer to the Wish List, which was published Nov. 26. If you didn't hold onto it, you can find the list at http://www.mcall.com . Just click on the Be An Angel icon. You can search it in several ways — by agency, location, category (health, family, youth) and even by the item you'd like to donate. Perhaps you already have something collecting dust in your attic, closet or basement that can be put to good use by others. Be sure it's in good, working condition, because most of these agencies can't afford to make repairs. And all of them rejoice upon receiving donations, no matter how big or small.

News assistant Ann Lowy and reporters Mariella Savidge and Diana Morse contributed to this article.
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irene.kraft@mcall.com or 610-820-6597

THE 1,000TH BLANKET has been donated by Anita Brody of Moore

Township and her Because We Care volunteers. The women knit and crochet blankets for area babies and young children.
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 Responding to a Be An Angel request brother and sister Jared, 9, and Dannielle, 7, Hibshman of Bethlehem made lunch for workers who are constructing a house for Habitat For Humanity in Allentown. They made sandwiches and brownies and cookies and got other munchies for the workers. Here they are as worker Frank Erceg of Bethlehem, left, enjoys coffee they brought.

