Habitat housing good for environment as well
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CLAYTON Not only will the 12 homes being built here by Gloucester County Habitat for Humanity provide housing for low-income families, the goal is to make several of them environmentally friendly as well. 

Currently under construction, it's the largest single Habitat project in the Northeast, the group says. 

The homes are going up on a 4.5-acre tract on Filbert Street. 

"We're meeting a need, and there is economic benefit to the community," said Allan Connors, executive director of Gloucester County Habitat for Humanity. "We view home ownership as a social and financial platform from which these families can grow into good neighbors and solid citizens." 

By going "Green," the plan is to include pre-insulated concrete walls, and energy-efficient appliances, fixtures and windows. 

Two of the homes scheduled as part of the next phase of work are being constructed by students at the Gloucester County Institute of Technology and Rowan University. 

To date, the project is expected to cost $1.4 million. 

A $349,033 grant will be presented by county leaders later this month. 

"That $349,000 won't do the whole job, but it will do a heck of a lot," Connors said. "It should build the next four homes." 

Other funds are being raised locally by the Gloucester County group. 

To date, three of the homes are already occupied, according to Connors. Each of the homes sell for about $120,000. Average monthly payments are close to $600. 

"We want to keep home ownership in reach," said county Director of Economic Development Lisa Morina, who will be on hand Aug. 24 as part of a ceremonial dedication. "We don't want to see people squeezed out of affordable housing." 

Each family that receives a house has to put in 400 hours of "sweat equity" volunteer work on a current or future project, officials said. 

